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I came back from a January trip to Washington, DC, where I stayed at our new resort, 
MGM National Harbor, which is just outside the city. In my years as a diplomat, I worked
downtown at the State Department, and lived in the Virginia suburbs, so Washington was
my home base, regardless of whether I was serving there, or somewhere around the 
globe.  However, I was less familiar with the site of our new resort in Maryland and was 
interested to see how it supported economic and tourism development in the capital 
region. Only five minutes’ drive from MGM National Harbor is National Harbor, a multi-use
development with a convention center and hotel, restaurants, shops, apartments and an
amusement area. Rather than taking away business, the opening of MGM National Harbor
has led to double-digit growth in business at National Harbor. And having this destination
close by to offer to our visitors is great for us.

We also looked carefully at traffic flow, which is a big issue in the Washington area. 
Through offering professionally researched recommendations from transportation ex-
perts, which led to improvements in traffic flow, the consensus is that our new facility has 
brought better traffic patterns, not worse.

I also saw first-hand how MGM National Harbor brings new focus to some of the great
tourist attractions of the region. For example, Old Town Alexandria in Virginia is an area of
old buildings that evoke the American colonial period and offers some of the best
restaurants and shops. I loved going there when I was living in Virginia, but it was almost
an hour from where I lived -- from MGM National Harbor it is about 10 minutes, and lots of
visitors to the resort are making their way there. I spent a wonderful afternoon there
catching up with an old friend. I could also feel how close the bonds are between MGM
National Harbor and the local community, both in the great staff and our community
involvement. Washington is also all about the Cherry Blossom Festival, and you can count
on MGM National Harbor being decorated in pink and showing its love of Japanese
culture...I will be returning there in the spring.



Our Conservatory decorated for Christmas and the New Year.

Here are a couple of photos I took when I was at MGM National Harbor in January.



And a quaint street in Old Town Alexandria, one of Washington’s great tourist destinations
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