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On the same trip with the Murren family, Jim, wife, Heather, Jack and I went to Tohoku. 
With the seventh anniversary of the Great East Earthquake approaching, the Murrens 
wanted to understand better what had happened, and the ongoing recovery in the 
region. We visited Ishinomaki, Ogatsu-cho, and Koriyama and Fukushima cities in 
Fukushima. I will write about the trip to Miyagi prefecture, but wanted to tell you about 
our experience in Koriyama, a city in Fukushima that boasts a regulation major-league 
baseball field.

Jim Murren with Mayor of Koriyama City, Mr. Masato Shinagawa

Jim was a university baseball pitcher, and still follows the sport avidly, both in the United 
States and Japan. Las Vegas does not have a major-league baseball team yet, but it 
does have a new National Hockey League team -- the Golden Knights -- which plays at 
our T-Mobile Arena, and a professional football team is on its way. Jim had read about 
the preparations to have Fukushima host baseball center for the 2020 Olympics, so we 
headed to Koriyama, where we were greeted by its dynamic Mayor Masato Shinagawa. 
Koriyama was not selected as the venue for Olympic baseball and softball in Fukushima, 
but its facilities are impressive, and it has its own proud history.



Most impressive, however, were the Koriyama “Old Boys,” whom we encountered during 
their practice, on our way to the field. This team of serious senior baseball players meant 
business, and happily took up Jim’s challenge to throw some balls around. The next thing 
we knew Jim and a very determined pitcher were in a focused exchange of fastballs, to 
the delight of the onlookers. I could tell that the Koriyama Old Boys were not playing 
baseball as a relaxed pastime, or for exercise, but for their passionate love of the game. 
Just like Jim. Let’s say the pitching competition was a draw. We then went out on to the 
field, where there was still some snow left and light rain was falling. Jim and the Mayor 
played catch and posed for photos with the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics footage 
showing on the screen in the background.

Jim Murren throwing fast balls to Koriyama “Old Boys”’ catcher



We are humbled and inspired by the spirit of the people in Tohoku as they continue 
their recovery from the 3.11 tragedy, and will treasure the personal stories shared with 
us on our journey. It was a special pleasure to meet the dedicated baseball “Old Boys” of 
Koriyama.
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