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I went with MGM Resorts International Chairman Jim Murren on a Seto Inland Sea 
adventure in June. Jim is dedicated to understanding how MGM Resorts could best 
contribute to Japan in achieving further growth in international tourism and promoting 
the very best in its culture here and overseas. And that means the opportunity to take 
fascinating journeys around this beautiful country, including to the Inland Sea, which has 
some of Japan’s most magnificent sites, from Osaka in the east to Kyushu in the west.

We started on the Shinkansen one early morning, getting off at Okayama Station. From 
there we took a car to the small Hoden ferry port, and then a ferry across the wide Inland 
Sea to the island of Inujima. It was cloudy in the morning but soon cleared. Inujima was 
once the site of a copper refining plant, long since closed but now a museum, and had 
a large community supporting it. Now it is the home of a small resident community, and 
the Inujima Art House Project. Our destination was the amazing, evolving art creations 
spearheaded by world-renowned architect, Kazuyo Sejima. She and her partner, Ryue 
Nishizawa at architectural practice SANAA won the 2010 Pritzker Prize, the most coveted 
international architectural prize. Ms. Sejima was our very helpful guide for the day.



Inujima is at once a project to preserve the traditional way of life on this island and 
support sound economic development, a tribute to the island’s history, and a cutting-
edge exploration of contemporary art, the Inujima Art House Project. While we were there 
we ran into a group of architectural students from the University of North Carolina and 
Toyo University, all there to learn from the creative work being down here. Inujima is one 
of the Benesse Art Sites, along with Naoshima and Teshima. Jim was particularly intrigued 
by how existing structures were being preserved and transformed to house contemporary 
art installations, making them invaluable sites to understand both the new and the old.



We were so impressed how Ms. Sejima and her dedicated team are working carefully 
with local residents and prefectural authorities, together with the Fukutake Foundation, 
to expand the economic base through tourism consistent with the community’s wishes. 
It was particularly meaningful for us to have the opportunity to talk with local residents 
and hear their personal stories. We finished our day by visiting Teshima.  For Jim, it 
was a reminder of the stunning beauty of the Inland Sea, and the many places here 
and throughout Japan where international tourists would find the most wonderful and 
memorable experiences. Japan is truly a place of endless new discoveries for the traveler. 
If you have the chance to visit Inujima, please send us your impressions!
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