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This February I made a trip to Osaka, Awajishima, and Kobe. In Osaka I discovered 
yet another fantastic restaurant -- Can you tell me your favorite places? -- and in Kobe 
I returned to that beautiful city that has special memories for me. I wanted to share 
especially my journey to Awajishima. I have traveled to most parts of Japan, but had 
never been to this amazing island, which is the size of the country of Singapore. I was truly 
impressed and can see why it is really growing as a tourist destination, especially since it is 
conveniently located right in the middle of the vibrant Kansai region. 

I first visited the northern part of the island, guided by the dynamic Pasona CEO Yasuyuki 
Nambu. We went to the vast prefectural park - http://www.hyogo-park.or.jp/awajishima/
contents/sisetsu, saw the stunning coastline and vistas, and enjoyed the delicious food 
-- most of it locally grown. We talked about how much farm-to-table food has become a 
global trend, and something international tourists love. I also saw again how important 
waterways are to the life of this region -- getting from Kansai International Airport to 
Awajishima is only a thirty-minute ferry ride, Kobe Airport is even closer, and one can 
imagine strong direct links with Osaka city in the future. Wakayama, Hyogo, Tokushima, 
and Osaka...all part of one grand waterpark!
 
I then traveled to southern Awajishima, meeting with prefectural and local officials and 
visiting the must-see tourist sites, including the amazing whirling tides at Naruto Strait. I 
wish them well in their campaign to add this unique natural phenomenon to the UNESCO 
World Heritage list - http://naruto-uzushio.jp/world-heritage. 

Naruto whirlpools



At the Awaji Puppet Theater - http://awajiningyoza.com, the artistry of the Joruri Puppetry 
truly took my breath away. This art has 500 years of history, and once had many traveling 
troupes. Up close to one of the precious puppets, it is hard not to feel a human spirit 
animated by Master Yoshida and his team. It was a truly moving experience for me, and 
a new and important piece of Japan’s rich cultural history that I learned. I hope they 
expand even more of their excellent program, since it is fascinating and important history. 
I imagine in the past how these troupes would travel around the region presenting their 
stories using these puppets. This is just one example of a unique experience visitors can 
have in Japan within easy reach.

Finally, from Minami Awaji I could see the bridge that takes you the short distance to 
Shikoku island. I have only been there once, and it is on my short list for a visit soon. 
Minami Awaji has historically been a gateway to Shikoku and I can imagine many future 
international visitors to Awajishima going on to Shikoku.
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Akashi Kaikyō Bridge linking the city of Kobe to Awajishima
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I hope you enjoy some photos I took on this journey.


