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Traveling around Japan in order to understand its cultural treasures, its world-renowned
hospitality and its fantastic tourism potential is an important part of my job. This month
MGM Resorts International Chairman Jim Murren, his son Jack, and I traveled to “little
Kyoto” -- Kanazawa -- to learn more about the deep cultural roots of Japan and experience its growing popularity as an international tourist destination.

Chaya Street - Kanazawa

We had the honor of seeing Kanazawa with one of Japan’s most distinguished cultural
figures, the 11th Chozaemon Ohi Toshio, whose family have been master tea bowl makers
there for more than 350 years. Mr. Ohi is a master ceramicist, a contemporary artist, and
a supporter of Kanazawa’s cultural life and the arts in general. We were humbled by the
history that his family carries, and the many inter-connections between that history and
art. For me in particular, since I wrote my undergraduate history thesis at the University of
California Berkeley on the 16th century tea master Sen no Rikyu, I was amazed to be walking around Kanazawa with a descendant of a ceramicist who came to Kanazawa with the
great-grandson of Sen no Rikyu. We are so grateful for his hospitality and gentle teaching.
We will also never forget the experience of having his wife perform the tea ceremony
while Mr. Ohi explained the meaning of each element.

Traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony

We also visited the D.T. Suzuki Museum and the 21st Kanazawa Museum of Contemporary Art. The Contemporary Art Museum was designed by the Japanese architects Kazuyo
Sejima and Ryue Nishikawa, whose firm SANAA won the Pritzker Prize in 2010, and the
D.T. Suzuki Museum itself is a meditation designed by master architect Yoshio Taniguchi,
clearly a labor of love. As I learn more about what brings international tourists to Japan,
I am impressed by how Kanazawa, which is known for its centuries-old arts, is wowing its
visitors with experiential contemporary art and ongoing education of the work by one of
the leading Buddhist philosophers of the last century.
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D.T. Suzuki Museum

We also went to see the splendid Kenrokuen Garden illuminated at night, and the vast
castle grounds of the Maeda clan, whose family fought on the winning side in the battle of
Sekigahara in 1600, which established the Tokugawa shogunate.

Kenrokuen

On our final day in Kanazawa, as the snow fell, Mr. Ohi guided us in shaping tea bowls at
his studio outside the city. I think Jim and Jack did a much better job!

Mr. Ohi in his studio

As you can see from these photos we had a wonderful time as we explored the city and
learned more about Kanazawa and the arts. Everywhere we went we saw many foreign
and Japanese tourists enjoying a variety of sites and experiences, and we were impressed
by the continuing creative work of local citizens like Mr. Ohi to make this an even more
attractive place to visit.
As we departed Kanazawa on the Thunderbird train to Osaka, little did we know that
heavy snow was on its way to the area, and would cause major transportation delays and
disruptions. We felt fortunate to have had this great encounter with Kanazawa, and just in
time...
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