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Kitagawara Atsushi KIGUMI INFINITY, Japan Pavilion, Expo Milano 2015

This is a must-see exhibition. As an admirer of Japanese architecture I had high 
expectations for the Mori Art Museum’s “Japan in Architecture: Genealogies of Its 
Transformation” but this exhibition is both a fascinating retrospective and a change agent. 
The curators have presented this history in an extraordinarily creative way, combining and 
fusing different strands in ways that show the roots and influences most effectively. I would 
plan to spend at least half a day here if you love architecture. 

I will leave some of the surprises to you to discover for yourself, but here are a few of my 
deepest impressions from walking through the exhibition at Roppongi Hills: 

The enduring power of international expositions: We are waiting to hear later this year 
if Osaka has been selected as the site for the 2025 World Expo, and we are very much 
cheering for Osaka. I was reminded at the “Japan in Architecture” exhibition of the 
enormous impact expositions have had on social and artistic trends. More than 27 million 
people visited the Exposition, and it included many firsts, including the first Ferris wheel, 
built by Ferris himself. A poster from the 1893 World’s Fair shows the Japan pavilion, in 
a serene spot surrounded by water.  Japan was the first to reserve a space, perhaps a 
priority for the new Meiji Government to show the world the best in Japanese culture and 
technology.  Japan was the first to reserve a space, perhaps a priority for the new Meiji



 Government to show the world the best in Japanese culture and technology.  In Chicago, 
Japan presented a recreation of the fabulous Ho-o-den and it was a top attraction.  The 
exhibition says that Frank Lloyd Wright, then a young architect, came to the Exposition 
and saw the beautiful Phoenix Hall. He was deeply influenced by this magnificent example 
of Japanese architecture, and the rest is history…The Greene & Greene architects were 
also influenced by this pavilion, and the magnificent California Arts & Crafts homes in 
Pasadena reflect it.

I was also happy to see recognition given to the wonderful lobby of the Osaka Rihga 
Royal Hotel, which is a brilliant interior design from the 1960s. Whenever I go to Osaka 
I try to spend time at this lounge, with its tall waterfall in the garden outside and soaring 
ceilings and beautiful art and decoration inside. I hope this exhibition will remind all of us 
how precious these architectural gems are. I applaud the Rihga Royal for treasuring this 
architectural masterpiece.

The 1960s were a truly revolutionary period for Japanese architects, including that giant 
Kenzo Tange, and this exhibition gives amazing examples of works that changed the 
way the world sees architecture. And the exhibition gives space for architects still setting 
the world standard – Tadao Ando, Shigeru Ban,  Kengo Kuma, Yoshio Taniguchi, Kazuyo 
Sejima and Ryue Nishikawa,  and so many more – that we can see this history is still very 
much still being written.
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And of course there is Sen no Rikyu, that artistic genius from Sakai, who casts an inspiring 
light on the Japanese aesthetic and beyond. In a lovely alcove the Mori Art Museum 
found a light-filled space to build a recreation of his simple Tai-An, which he designed for 
the Warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi. It is a good spot to contemplate, but this exhibition has 
many such spots, depending on your interest.

I could go on and on, but will leave it at that. MGM Resorts Japan was delighted to 
be a corporate sponsor of this exhibition, and a long-term patron of this museum. My 
congratulations to the Museum leadership, to all of the talented curators, and the entire 
museum staff. MGM Resorts prides itself on working with the world’s top architects 
and cherishing local aesthetics – Aria and City Center in Las Vegas and  newly opened 
MGM Cotai in Macau are just a few examples -- and honors the achievements of Japan’s 
architects and designers.

“Japan in Architecture: Genealogies of its Transformation” will be on exhibit at the Mori 
Art Museum until September 17, 2018. 
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