
Our Summer of Travels Around Beautiful Japan

It has been a busy summer of travel around Japan. In June I went back to the Inland Sea 
to visit Suo Oshima, one of the largest islands there, with beautiful beaches, delicious 
foods, and a rich history, including old pirate lore! The town is very interested in attracting 
more international tourists, and we are happy to help. I also stopped in Iwakuni, also 
on the Inland Sea in Yamaguchi Prefecture. Iwakuni has done a lot to make it a great 
destination for international tourists, and we are sure even more will come in the future.

Then in July I went to Kesennuma, a city that has shown incredible resilience and spirit in 
recovering from the devastating March 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. Kesennuma 
is a sea port of extraordinary natural beauty and lots of fun activities for international 
tourists. First, the seafood and other food products are delicious. I also stopped by the 
Kesennuma Knitting Company, and chatted both with the inspirational founder, Ms. 
Tamako Mitarai, and with one of the knitters, who related fascinating stories of being a 
fisherman’s wife in that community. We are doing our part to let international travelers 
know about hidden gems like Kesennuma, Suo Oshima and Iwakuni, Otsu and Sakai – and 
it is just a start. It is so important to encourage travel all around this amazing archipelago.



Later in the summer, I came back to Tohoku with MGM Resorts International Chairman Jim 
Murren and Brian Sandoval, a senior executive with MGM Resorts International and former 
Governor of the State of Nevada. We went first to Aizuwakamatsu in Fukushima to see this 
traditional samurai town, which has also become a very successful Smart City project in 
Japan. Because of Jim’s interest in Japanese architecture, we went to Sazaedo, a wooden 
architectural treasure built in the 18th century, that looks very avant garde in its fanciful 
design.



We also came to Aizuwakamatsu to make a special visit to the traditional lacquerware 
company, Shirokiya, which has been making beautiful pieces for three hundred years. We 
commissioned small lacquerware boxes, which we use as gifts, to support Fukushima, and 
to highlight one of the many fantastic traditional crafts and food products in Japan. This 
is another project, a very personal one for Jim, which we hope contributes even in a small 
way to introducing these crafts to a broader international audience, while we deepen 
our understanding as well. Separately, we commissioned beautiful fans from Miyawaki 
Baisenan in Kyoto, which has nearly 200 years of history. We are continuing our project 
with other crafts and fine food products. While in Kyoto we had delicious soba at Honke 
Owariya, which started as a sweets shop about 500 years ago. Ms. Ariko Inaoka now runs 
the family business, and is also a distinguished international photographer who studied at 
Parsons School of Design in New York!





From Aizuwakamatsu we went to Fukushima city to participate in the World Children’s 
Baseball Festival, now in its 29th year, and one filled with the warm spirit of co-founders 
Sadaharu Oh and Hank Aaron. Jim loves baseball, and this year’s festival combined a 
wonderful opportunity for kids from 14 countries to play baseball and learn about other 
cultures, while highlighting the amazing recovery in beautiful Fukushima prefecture, which 
has shown such resilience since March 2011. I am really proud of our grassroots work in 
support of Tohoku – from buying premium seafood for our Las Vegas restaurants from 
Ishinomaki and other places around Japan, to getting out the word about Kesennuma as 
a tourist destination, to helping the Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund, and sponsoring the 
World Children’s Baseball Festival in Fukushima, and other activities. We are also proud 
sponsors of Hands on Tokyo, an NGO that has done great work in Tohoku, among its 
many activities. I am also pleased to donate my royalties from my recent Kadokawa book 
“Changing Japan Through IR” to the Japanese Red Cross, which is a first responder in 
natural disaster like 3.11. We will continue to do our part.
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