
 
 

 

           

MGM Resorts International To Sponsor 

WBA Middleweight Champion Ryota Murata 
 

Murata is First Japanese Fighter to Secure MGM Resorts Sponsorship 

 

TOKYO (April 13, 2018) – MGM Resorts International (Headquartered in Las Vegas, Nevada, 

USA, President Bill Hornbuckle) is proud to announce it will sponsor WBA Middleweight 

Champion Ryota Murata (Teiken Gym and US based promoter Top Rank).  MGM Resorts 

International is one of the world’s leading entertainment companies.  MGM Resorts owns 

and operates the MGM Grand Garden Arena, a venue in Las Vegas, which has hosted 

countless legendary boxing matches. Mr. Murata is the first Japanese boxer to be sponsored 

by MGM Resorts International.  Starting from the WBA Middle Class Title Match of Mr. 

Murata at Yokoyama Arena on April 15, MGM Resorts’ logo will appear on Murata’s boxing 

trunks and the ring.  

 
“I am proud to be sponsored and supported by MGM Resorts, which is a very special brand in 

the boxing world.  I would love to fight a title match in Las Vegas at one of MGM’s venues.”  

 

BIO INFORMATION FOR MR. MURATA 

 

Height / 182.0 cm  Weight / 72 kg  Date of Birth / January 12, 1986, 31 years old   Home 

town/ Nara Prefecture 

Affiliation / Teiken Boxing Gym  / Top Rank  Hobby / Parenting (Father of two children) 

Professional Boxing Record /14 game 13 wins 1 loss (10 KO) * Amateur Boxing Record 137 

games 118 wins (89 KO / RSC) 

Title / WBA middleweight world champion, London Olympic middleweight boxing gold 

medalist 

Future dream / Fighting in a main event fight in Las Vegas 

 

COMMENTS FROM MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL/MGM RESORTS JAPAN 

 

Bill Hornbuckle, President of MGM Resorts International, said, “We are proud to enter into 

this partnership with Mr. Ryota Murata as he prepares for his upcoming fight.  Mr. Murata 

is a tremendous athlete and a great role model for people in Japan and fans worldwide.  We 

wish him the best of luck in his next fight, and look forward to hosting him in Las Vegas in 

the near future.” 

 

Jason Hyland, President of MGM Resorts Japan, said, “Mr. Murata is a respected athlete 

in Japan, for not only his ground-breaking Olympic gold medal and outstanding boxing 

performances, but also for his strong-willed spirit and diligence.  We regard him as one of 



the best Japanese athletes on the global stage, and are proud to be able to support him 

as the official sponsor.” 

 

 

 

About MGM Resorts International 

MGM Resorts International (NYSE: MGM) is an S&P 500® global entertainment company 

with national and international locations featuring best-in-class hotels and casinos, state-

of-the-art meetings and conference spaces, incredible live and theatrical entertainment 

experiences, and an extensive array of restaurant, nightlife and retail offerings. MGM 

Resorts creates immersive, iconic experiences through its suite of Las Vegas-inspired 

brands. The MGM Resorts portfolio encompasses 28 unique hotel offerings including some 

of the most recognizable resort brands in the industry. Expanding throughout the U.S. and 

around the world, the company in 2018 opened MGM COTAI in Macau and the first Bellagio-

branded hotel in Shanghai. It also is developing MGM Springfield in Massachusetts. The 

78,000 global employees of MGM Resorts are proud of their company for being recognized 

as one of FORTUNE® Magazine's World's Most Admired Companies®. For more information 

visit us at www.mgmresorts.com. 

 

MGM Resorts established a Japanese subsidiary, MGM Resorts Japan, in 2014. MGM 

Resorts Japan is actively pursuing the development of Japan’s first Integrated Resort. For 

more information visit us at www.mgmresorts.co.jp. 
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